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ABSTRACT S o .
. In terms of djrect experience, students are limited
to their immediate environment--unless that envirgnment is expanded
A.school of global education.was therefore develoqu in the Livonia
Public Schools (Michigan) to identify and implement ways by which
-this sought-after awareness could be incorporated into a sgébndary
school multidisciplinary program. The school staff -consists of four
teachers and a teaching director, plus teachers from various

~ disciplines. This staffing pattern allows for flexible schedules,

,team teaching, and an interdisciplinary approach to concepts. The
‘curriculum is written S0 that the academic commonalities of each
discipline, are interspersed throughout all the disciplines. In

addition, the content is presented so that the emphasis is placed on -
interpretation of events and works using a global perspective, rather

than on a chroénological spectrum of these events and workg. Through

;such a multidisciplinary program it is possible to develop visual
- literacy, to appreciate more fully language competency in economics

and international relatigns, to evaluate scientific and technological

. progress, and to highlight and trace the consistency, of reading

development across disciplines. What is needed is greater
communication and collaboration between teachers of various.
disciplines and their active participation .in contribdGting to t e
role of reading as an indispensible means of acquiring skills,’
various experiences, content knowled§e, empathetic ability, &nd
heightened powers of imagination and problem solving.- (HOD)
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Déspite the global instantaneousness of electronic communications,
too little.is being done in our schools to augment fully communication

about the interdependence of the inhabitants on "Spaceship Earth." A

few pertinent facts might. open some consideration of this problem, The -

.

ﬁnited States is the fourth largest Spanish-speaking nation in the

world. One Sut of three new Americans is an immigrant today, and this
figure disoounts the 8-10 million illegal aliens preséntly residing

within Bur borders. The current average newSpaper Eoverage of inter-
national events regulariy read by Americans is, renuted to be lesé than

a colurih of newsnrint per day. : Only between l% and 2% of the average
television week on commercial networks geatures international items -- §
about the lowest average of 100 nations surveyedxby UNESCO. Runners

N up: USéR and China. This ta no surprise when one realizes that in Q\;;
LO . 1975, there were only h29 Ameyican staff correspondents #orking abroad

| P © for U.85. news organizations - a t1ny cadre for a nation which had 1 77“
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daily newspapers, 934 television channels, and 7,500 radio stations.

Fewer American correspondents resided abroad than at any other

time since World War II, when there were 2,500.

.

#e have read reports in popular magazines that the global aware-

ness of American high school students is abysmal, that 50 percent of

sampled‘l2th graders tested could not identify correctly the Arab ~
Egypt,‘Israel, India and Mexico.

country from khese four choices:
4hat has not been widely enough gghlicized, however, is that fewer
5 ij

than 5% of the teachers trained in the early 70's have had any expo-

sure whatsoever to international, compaiative, area and other inter-
. /
ace -

/

cultural courses-in their work for certification., (This is according
/

to a 1973 survey conducted by the AACTE.)
Understanding/in a Smaller Jorld," an address

S

.

In "Communication:
ﬂelivernd before the 22nd Annual Sister Cities International Conference,

4
Louxswllle, Kentucky, August 16 1979, Ambassador John E. Reinhardt; .

13

/
cltes, "Over~90% of the U.S. public school teachers have not had in<
f
in-

depth exvﬁsure to noh—western cultures even though these cultyres
S
- -
furthermore, most American

‘cludﬁ a majority of the world's population.
newspapers. employ no forgign affairs specialists on their staff's; this
ic, nationwide,

might be termed academic considering that the general public
" Ambassador

readsrhardly half a column a day of international news,
Reinhardt concludes that unless we can make ourselves capable of partic-
€,

\ - inatlng in tne shaplng of the rew world which>}; suréiy g01ng to emerge
from the’turmgil of this~century, then we dill find that the world will

shape us, qnd probably not in ways that we would prefer.
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What is required, as stated by Dr. Rose Lee Hayden in.her speech
to the same group, is a cadre of experts'about other peoples and cultures;

professionals in business and government capablé of successfully transact-

-

ing\transnational negotiations; gcientists and technicians able to share

and extend the frontiers of human knowledge on a global basis; andvciti-

| .
zens knowledgeable enough to support tough leadership decisions and capaoli’

13

of responsible participation in a democratic society.

[}

How can this awarene€ss and these experts be developed? “One way for

" students was explained by this author in "The Demise pof the English Depart-

ment," in Teaching Ehglish: Reflections on the Stateof the Art, (Hayden,

Ed. Stephen Judy, l9%9f:}"Global Education calls: for a curriculﬁnl%%@t will
involue students in cultural, scientific, ecological, and econonmic issues
tnat affect everyone, This currlculum will promote an understanding of
the values and prior1t1°s b the manj cultures of the world, as well as

the basic conceots and pr1nc1ples related to world communities. A Global
mducation currlculum can offer a vital qombination of language, literature,

and the arts of many cultures, dhile Wnclud;ng all the t adltional values

.cf 'English® —that literature and language are g réflection-of pecple,

tneir values and needs, their enemies and heroes, and that.language is the
. ° ¢
living instrument of cormunication. Global Education aims to increase sty--

i -

dent awareness of cultural, politlcal and economic 1nterdependence in the
world of the past, present, and future," .

¥

S

The key to this awareness. is a combination of reédiné,.choice, and

participation., It 1is qlear that’ in terms of ‘direct experience students

P—— [

[N

are limited to their immediate environment + unless that environment is

v ©

-expanded. This expansion can be done‘by people, by continued experiences,
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, ¥ .
by reading, and by other media. The abm-éf the School of Global Education

-

'staff; %herefore, was to identify and implement ways by which' this sought

after awareness could be incogporated in a secondary schodl milti- - =

» : / »
disciplinary program. Funding for this came from the Michigan State Department -
of Educatiecn, :

Ay

The School-of Global Education began in the Livonié Public‘Schools,‘
Michigan, in September, 1978, as a subschool of Stevenson High School. '
Sevrenty-five stude:?s froi érddes 10-12 elected to participate. Academ-
ically, the Global Education Curriculum was written so that the acadent.c
commonalities would be integrated in the curriculum within a global frame;
work., The school hgs a staff of éﬁur teéchers gnd a teaching director,

' plus teachers from various disciplines: it all;ws flexible schedules,
team teaching, and an interdisciplinary approach to concepts.
i [ .

In our world, we fill'many roles: family, commundty, reli%ious,

' national, and international. It is important to many people that we par-
ticipate ind these inter-related systems in responsible ways. To do this

effectively, we need certain knowledge and skills. The}sﬁaff of the

IR g
A 'i\J{”’“ Awb‘

Glcbal Education School believes that the person who will profit most from
this alternative will be tﬁe one who wants to grow toward self-awareness r
and increasing independence, who wahts a different kind of learning exper-

I

ience, who wants a closer relationship with other people, and who is con- ]

cerned about preparing hﬁmself‘well for the ma&y roles he will have to
. a . I'e
£i11 in the world around him, He/she is the student who is open to-new

e

-~

v

experiences, new ideas, and new people. Accordingly, Global Education at
Stevenson High School means a project which will involve participants in

+ . > ) -
e eultiral, sedentific, ecological, and economic issues which affect

1

=
=
%
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everyone, It promotes -an uﬂderstanding of the values and priorities of

the many cultures of, the world as well ag the basic concepts.and pring-,

4

ciples related to world communities, vy

T¢ fully und%rg%and the Global Education program it must be examined
from mamypoints of vie&. ‘Academically, th program coﬁ%isis.of many
disciplines*with.thé major focus on Eng;ish,;social studies, mathematics,
SCience, and foreign languagés. Other electives ca; be' in such areas as
phys}cal_éducaﬁion: busine§s, home. economics, etc, In a traditional high
'tho;l setting, all of these subjects are departmentalized as isolates.
In Global Education, the curriculum is ;ritten so that the academic com-

L
ficnalities of each are imterspersed throughout all the disciplings: this

"Lnterdisciﬁlinary approach actually encouiﬁges the confinual reinforcement

’ . .- .
of skills and academic content. 1In addition, the content .is presented so

that the emphas@é‘is not ﬁiaced solely on a chronological spectrum of

=

-

events and works;'but rather ‘on interpretation of these same events and

works usiné a global perspecbive, !

»
. . .

Frop their first'days within the program, students are shown that
reaging is a.cfubiqifskill} Uniform lessons are given as each of the
threé sequences opeAs in Sgpteﬁber inAOTQZr to determine t?e %nitial.and
imprgved stg?gnt égikiths in tﬁe areas of written compositioﬂ, spelling,
oral fégility, voqabu%;ry, ¢omprehension, qeadihg speed, tolerance for
stu@y,jinte;est in other cultures, in mass communication, and in sharing
.ideés. Careful records are~keét of these results. The Gategy-

3

S .
\ MacGinitie Reading Test (Level F) is administered.

——

)
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’

While, beeguse of the varied confent and emphasis of each sequence;
many of the experiences and assignments différ, there is, nevertheless,‘.

a consistency of approach that is comion to all three years, The staff

[}

believes in

1. Offering many alternatives along with ﬁandatory basic assigh-,

~ 4

ments, . ‘ :
2. Offering a'differentiagion of reading assignments éccording

to student.ability, interest,and personal commitment.

-

3. Requiring in all boek respomses a summary and individual

2

critical reaction, no matter how immature thié,ma& be.

4. Guiding students to read not,for facts alone .but for prin-

L » ’
ciples of behavior and’ human motivation. .
' 5. Helping students to become aware and’'to respond to rebre—, ' :

sentative literaturé and art. in global cultures.

6. Offering in all reading the greatest variety both chr?n—
" ologically and geographically.~ . ) ' .
7. Informing parents what their children é;e béihg'offered
as choices, inviting those parents to participate in
alass experiences and in shared fam;;y reading and view-
ing plqn; with printed discussion guides. . ' {.
A signi%icant factor in the success of the programs is found in.} S

-ministering to the holistic needs of students in‘an inter-disciplinary, e
team taught program. If Qeacﬁers from several disciplines ponceanate B2

LS

on one toplc at the-same.time, students are well-nigh forced to cbnclude

that the’e are, indeed, relationships between tHese &Teés.or that these -+

AN >~

subject areas are individual aspects of a total topic. How thig is. dong . -
. T

» * - - -
. . -
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-

is illustrated in the team plans for one global issue.

TOPIC "HUNGER"

Intro.Aéfivity: Speaker (Bishop Gumbleton, Pres."Bread fqr the World") -

« . panels - reading of pertinent diterature - 30 hour fast"’
. . S ~
. &
" English: Read "Hunger" material *Scarlet Letter - ‘Comments on:

& prepare panels with’ Secial Pressure
-~ . ‘ “
summary notes Morality

~7
!

Values

Minority View?

Social Studie§: Tariffs on food,boycotting, End of Revolutionary War . ‘ *

ﬁuport/expdrt oo & U.S. Constitution

3

k Chemistry: Finish off Atomic & Molecular Structure <

.
Begin Food & Nutrition )

- .
* Math: Skills in Statistics (Population,Food etc.) . I’
Spanish: Discussion of "Hunger" in Span}sﬁ plus continmuous global projects

on Hispanic countries, {

~

Physiéal Edycation: Individual contacts in International /American

, /r' , activities & sports f

P .

L .
Extension Activity - Evening visits to ethnic restaurants/Inner-city

re
hunger pgojectélin Degréit - read allt}iterature
*-
. Students must see, however,f'all'their teachers espouse the neces-

sity and the habit of reading; ti#F'these teachers read contemporary works

not just the "school classics," that, in other words reading is a skill for
-

the present and the future, that reading is a skill for the acquisition of

-

[ 4
CC
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knowledge and for t;g expansion of deligﬁt. Teachers must be hpdels of
the behavior they are attﬁmpting to induce in others. All pf”éuﬁ students
are given lists of past ana contemporary world authors and their works
annotated orally by the téachers. From this comes not only an increased

}
interest in reading "modern stuff' and best-sellers but also an awareness
~
of other cultures, other loca%es, other points of view. A particularly
. X S

- apt example of this is found in the Bwivkbak author Trevahian'g book

-~

. Shibumi, 1In this, the student; through a fascinating and action-packed
plot, is led to an understanding of the separation between the Japanese

and the Western (in particular, thf American) culture and is given an in-
L 4

sight into.scme disturbing non-American views of World War-II, Elie

Wiesel's book Dawn gives another non-American view of the problems in-
- 5

4 K/ herent in terrorism, guerrilla warfare, revolution, emerging nationhood

Rispault-
and other terms with dhich we are all currently familiar, Oneﬁgxercise
i AN

involves not writing a book report but W& completing a blank world map

»with all the novel's locales pin-pointed,

-

We cannot hope to convince young peopl€ that reading is a viable and
;xcitidg oEcupatiq? if we limit the reading éelections to the past, to the
universally acclaimed, or to the ndn-controversial. Teacher; in Global

Bducation fust be widely read in ordet to be good resources and must be

willing to face the reality that "best sellers” are 1) what are goimg to 1
te redd, 2) rich sources for discus;ion and critical examination, and

&

? 3) varied encugh to offer interest %o even the most reluctant reader.

~
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'

In such a rich, multi-disciplinary curriculum it is pos51ble .

-

1. To deve10p vistal literacy(e.g. that Japanese "Katakana' is

verbal where letters represent sounds while "Konji" is vi'sual
because symbole represeﬁt concepts; that we know mcnths have
elapsed in a Pilm if we see,,: orange 1eaves‘élowing ces
(dissolve to)... snow laden branches ... (dissolve to) .

first flowers pushing through melting snow): L

2. To appreciate more fully language competengy;ingeﬁgpomics and

international relatioas (e.g. that an international aggrava-

L s

tion can be provoked by incompetency on the part of a presi-

dential interpreter;,

that an automobile named "Nova" will not sell in a Latin- «

American country where the name means "does not work” in

} - L]
Spanish} ’

that reading.letters by pen-pals in Japan will lead to greater

interest and understanding of Japan)

. e’
3. To evaluate a scientific and tec&}logical progress (e.g. that
L4

/ which leads to ethical decisions earlier considered by the

aricient Greeksj those
1

various veiwpoints which question-whether or not what appears

' v !

to be progress. in crop protectisn may be ecologically devastatlng)

£

~
To highlight and trace the consistepey of reading development

=

(across social studies, English mathematics, science, foreipn

-languages.,, business etc,)

In addition, it is possible to tie together the sciences, social studigg

imaginative literature, mathematics, and the creation of new vocabulary in

Such topics as energy, war and peace, space and sea exploration, population

-~

‘ | Y
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’

. + and measurement,pollution and conservation, data gaﬁﬁéring, and many

r

others. All.involve reading.
N Outside of the Global Education classes, many students are engaged

in indiyidual projects: Cathy's research of her roots has involved her ~

whole family here and in Canada; John has been reading eégénsively in '

. N
international aspects of- gerontology;  Mark continues to inwestigate the

'R

-~

future and the potential of spate colonization; Ron, Karen, Sue, &nd '

- y ' . '
John are researching at a local college the prevention of genocide with

v

a special study of the "The Holocaust,"

Y []

y Direct involvement with citizens:-of the community 1s an integral part

of Global Education. The staff of the Global Studies Cehter at Migiigan'
R and
State University have worked enthusiastically to develop cprriculunufo find |

human resources to assist in examining evaluative criteria., There is also
.

.

-

an active Parqnt Advisory Committee which participates not only in the

planning but als¢ in the implementation of the school's program, Addi-
~ yd . .

tional communij involvement is achieved through the discovery 6f'local ' .

resource eéple for the global Sdminars, Each studept ¥s furéher'involved
' in a broje where‘he/she ag¢ts as tutor in reading and speaking to pébple '
. ) ©, of Wther nationglitigs. This is best exemplified in the Federally-funded
LAéEBrprogram where some gtﬁdent; go into Detroit's Latino community
wﬁile others assist in the English-as a ‘Second Language Program offered -, ?

witpid the Livonia Public Schools. . X '

.
¢

13

i ‘ ' 'To be effective, learning must be at least partly-selected by the

students themselves; thus, all our students have a reading/research project.

»

- Each chooses a global issue, reads what he/she wants, then summarizes both’

A" n : : ~
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.. . e : - -
reading and conclusions for others who, ' while having pursued a different

) topic can L-earn from sharing this reading as liifzrérs. ~

e
\v‘

There is no ‘conelusion to this program because -it represents the

begihning. It is one of many educational models which aim to change our

lives forethe'better. As teachers in several secondary school’ content

1

are&s,we_do’not'éee reading &s an end in itself: we see it as the in- .

- ) ‘ '
dispensible key to those vicarious experiences and ultimate understang-

~iIngs without which a global education would be cohsiderably weakened. :

There are, nevertheless, several observations regarding the future which
3

- S .
. r - .
- .
w

such & program generates:
” - : - <
1. Change in all aspects of our lives is accelerat;n§/§o fast we

]

.

cannot keep abreas;’bup_ggggg ¢an and do. We have, therefore, .
to diversify and inteﬁéify our £eaq;ng to be prepared to choose
those alternatives which will be most acceptaple for us.
2, New concepts of selective growth and technology'WTll require
‘the imagination and evaluative skills that are stimulated and .
r

fostered by reading and discuésing that literary fiction‘which
) Rl ;

aeags with éuch éloballissues. ‘ S

3. By lncouraging an increasé in well-Written, proﬁlem—orienied
fiction, we qpn help achieve through reading the di?flcult
goal of acclimating the youngee firstcworld generation to a
new life style of voluntary 51mplic1ty and sharlng whigh,

par&d@xically, was once the hallmark of our,ploneering

’ | R :
. prgdecessors. \ ‘ . .=
NN
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b, Reading‘alerts'us to potential decision situations. We are all’ - Qf"

" citizens of one planet: the problems of one nition impinge on
the Well-being of another. .Few of us are able to see first

hand the manifestations of these interdependent problems We"

rely, therefor! on reading and the other‘media., It is apparent /

\

then ythat in order to avoid being at the mercy of g given point

of view, we must develop skills of criticism and a demand for

v

divergent points of view. . . )

. , . 3 . .
5. We have an increasing international responsibility to share our-
) €

s“elves, our fundamental values, our goals)with people of other ’ £ ”

\
N

nations. We do this by writing about them, by reading of them,
by speaking about them' and* by listening to them, ,

6. Since reading is clearly a significant avenue for teaching

v ‘ R

,people how to underst&nd then§elves and others, how to be open~

minded, how to evaluate, and how to cope with change when it

comes, then educators need to share more precisely what they'are

Mdoing to prepare the young and to improve the lot of S o .

the global citizen. " i - .

It is obvious that the.foregoing remarks only touch the potential of
such an educational program. What is ‘needed is greater*communication and

collaboration between téachers of various disciplines and their active "

’ . - A

participation in contributifig to the role o; reading as an indispensible

’

means of acquiring skills, vicarious experiences, content knowledge,

empathetic ability, apd heightened poﬁ%rs of imagination and problen& :

solving. Much of this can be done through reading and discussion,
o TNy *




